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The following is a quotation of the appropriate 



paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the 
rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or 
described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country, before the 
invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-3, 6, 7, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as 
being anticipated by the admitted prior art of figure 1. 

For claims 1-3, 6, 7, and 8, the admitted prior art of figure 
1 discloses a method comprising the steps of : 
sending packets directed to an L2TP peer (see packet # 1-5 
directed to LT2P receiver in figure 1) ; 

initiating a recovery process upon detection of multiple 
messages from the L2TP peer indicative that the L2TP peer is 
still waiting for a prior transmitted packet (see page 5 lines 5- 
7 and 10-20) ; 

wherein the multiple messages are negative acknowledgements (see 
multiple message Nr = #2 in figure 1) ; 

wherein the initiating step includes the step of sending a 
packet that includes a "Reset Sr" (R-bit) indicator for 
resetting a next received sequence number, Nr, value at the L2TP 
peer (see page 5 lines 14 and 25-26) ; 

receiving a packet from an L2TP peer, the received packet 
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including a next received sequence number, Nr; value; 
determining if the Nr value represents a negative 
acknowledgement (see Nr # 2 in figure 1 and page 5 lines 13-15); 

wherein the recovery process includes the step of sending a 
packet that includes a "Reset Sr" (R-bit) indicator for resetting 
a next received sequence number, Nr, value at the L2TP peer (see 
page 5 lines 14 and 2 5-26) ; 

sending packets directed to an L2TP peer (see page 5 lines 14 and 
25-26) ; 

initiating a recovery process upon detection of either multiple 
messages from the L2TP peer indicative that the L2TP peer is 
still waiting for a prior transmitted packet, or if a 
predetermined payload time-out occurs with respect to the prior 
transmitted packet (see page 5 lines 5-7 and 10-20); 
wherein the multiple messages are negative acknowledgements (see Nr # 
2 in figure 1) ; and 

wherein the initiating step includes the step of sending a 
packet that includes a "Reset Sr" (R-bit) indicator for resetting a 
next received sequence number, Nr, value at the l2tp peer (see page 5 
lines 14 and 25-26) . 



Application/Control Number: 09/349,571 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2666 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 

which forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth 

in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-5 and 9-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over The admitted prior art figure 1 in view 
of Miller et al . (5,727,002). 

For claims 4-5 and 9-13, The admitted prior art of figure 1 
discloses the method as described in the paragraph 3 of this 
office action. 

For claims 9-13, The admitted prior art of figure 1 
discloses all the subject matter of the claimed invention with 
the exception of using a communication interface for sending 
packets and receiving packets and a processor for initiating a 
recovery process in a communications network. Miller et al . 
from the same or similar fields of endeavor teaches the network 
interface (box 56 in figure 5) coupled with the processor (box 
50 in figure 5) to accomplish the acknowledgment mechanism . 
Thus, it would have been obvious to the person of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to use the interface and 
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processor as taught by Miller et al . in the communications 
network of the admitted prior art of figure 1 . 

The communication interface and processor as taught by 
Miller et al can be modified/ implemented into the network of 
the admitted prior art of figure 1 by connecting the interface 
and the processor between the sender and receiver . The 
motivation for using the interface and processor being that it 
provides the system more reliable since it defines a 
retransmission scheme for control message lost during 
transmission. 

For claims 4-5 and 12-13, The admitted prior art of figure 
1 discloses all the subject matter of the claimed invention with 
the exception of initiating a recovery process upon receiving a 
predetermined number of negative acknowledgements in a 
communications network. Miller et al . from the same or similar 
fields of endeavor teaches determined number of NAKs from each 
client gives measure of the quality of each links (see column 9 
lines 12-14) . Thus, it would have been obvious to the person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use 
number of negative acknowledgements as taught by Miller et al . 
in the communications network of the admitted prior art of 
figure 1. The number of negative acknowledgements as taught by 
Miller et al can be modified/ implemented into the network of 
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the admitted prior art of figure 1 since it does teach NAKs 
between the sender and receiver . The motivation for using the 
number of negative acknowledgements being that it provides the 
system more reliable since it defines a retransmission scheme 
for control message lost during transmission. 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-13 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) 
of rejection. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to DANG T 
TON whose telephone number is 7 03-305-4739. The examiner can 
normally be reached on MON-WED, 5:30 AM-6:00 PM and Thur 5:30- 
9:30 A.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessf ul, the examiner's supervisor, RAO SEEMA can be 
reached on 703-308-54 63. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9314 . 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 
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